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A wisdome of so large and potent sway,
Rome's Senate might have wisht, her conclaue may.
Which did to earthly thoughts so seldome bow,
Aliue she scarce was lesse in heaven, then now.
So voyd of the least pride, to her alone
These radiant excellencies seem'd unknowne.
Such once there was: but let thy greife appeare,
Reader, there is not: Huntingdon lies here.
By him who saies what he saw.

FALKLAND

In the " Harleian Miscellany " is printed an essay said to
have been " found among the papers of and (supposed to be)
writ by the Right Honourable Henry Viscount Falkland,
sometime Lord Deputy of Ireland ". The essay which is of
considerable length and pretensions is entitled, " The History
of the most unfortunate Prince King Edward the Second;
with choice political observations on him and his unhappy
favourites, Gaveston and Spencer; containing several rare
passages of those times, not found in other historians".
Lucius Gary, therefore, may be said to have been born free
of the craft of literature, by hereditary descent. It was, ac-
cording to the editor of the " Miscellany," the elder Falkland's

The article in D.N.B. on the elder Falkland attributes the lines to him on
the authority of Wilford's Memorials. But even if Wilford could be regarded
as in any sense an " authority," I am unable to perceive that he lends any
support to this theory of the authorship of the lines. He simply prints them
(Appendix XV.) with the signature "Falkland". Apart from the fact that
the elder Falkland is not known to have written poetry at all, the external
evidence is conclusively in favour (as both Mr. Courthope and Mr. C. H.
Firth, with whom I have discussed the question, point out) of the generally
received view, The lines were originally prefixed to a sermon preached at
Ashby-de-la-Zouch on gth February, 1633 (i.e,, 1634 in modern style), and
published in 1635. The elder Falkland died in September, 1633, i.e,, about
five months before the lady died, and some two years before the lines were
published. The poem expresses the feelings of "him who saies what he
saw ". If the elder Falkland saw what he says it must have been in prophetic
vision. Horace Walpole (Royal and Noble Authors) also attributes to the
first Viscount "an epitaph (not bad) on Elizabeth, Countess of Hunting-
don," but again on the authority of Wilford.riginally
